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Abstract

The paper is part of a larger research aims to increase the impact of entreprenenrship education on
Students’ intentions to become an entreprenenr. Based on the literature in the field of youth
entreprenenrship and the theory of planned bebaviour, the research considers attitude, subjective
norms and perceived behavioral control towards entrepreneurship as students’ antecedents of
entreprenenrial intentions and exposure to entreprenenrial models, work experience and intuition of
trigger events as entreprenenrial experiences. In this context, the paper findings about
entreprenenrial intentions of a group of 200 undergraduate students in the first year of study from
the Faculty of Economic Sciences, University of Oradea, Romania, before access to formal
entreprenenrship education or/ and other entreprenenrial education opportunities. The research tests
according with theory of planned bebavior if there is a positive correlation between students’
antecedents, respectivelly experiences and entreprenenrial intentions. Additionally, the research tests
whether there is any link between gender, the residential environment (urban, rural), the family
origin and the entreprenenrial intentions of the students. The research results allow university to
design entreprenenrial educational offer (curricula, programs, extra-curricular activities, practice-
based learning etc.) in order to compensate initially perceived lack of support and expose students to
experiences that stimulate their entreprenenrial intentions. Also, the research findings provide
managerial  implications and  policy recommendations for increasing the effectiveness of
entreprenenrship education and programs. Future research steps seek hypothesis retesting for
Economics students after access to entrepreneurship education and address other groups of students
from non-economic fields of study where, traditionally, the offer of entrepreneurial education is poor
or non-existent.
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1. Introduction

In international context, in the last decade, higher education institutions
became more aware about their role in entrepreneurship ecosystem and
focused on improving their entrepreneurial profile. The most debated
dimension of the entrepreneurial profile of universities worldwide is
entrepreneurship education, often coupled with research and “third mission”
activities (technology transfer and academic entrepreneurship), although
institutional context and the broader context of entrepreneurship ecosystem
are extremely important to create a favorable framework for entrepreneurial
mindset development.

In this context, in Europe, there are major differences between Eastern
and Western universities due to their different economic and politic
historical context.

Starting from the definition of entrepreneurship as a key competence
for life - “an individual’s ability to turn ideas into action” [19], European
Commission invited all EU Member States to a process of rethinking
entrepreneurship education so as to include “at least one practical
entrepreneurial experience before leaving compulsory education” [17], and
to cover “a broad range of activities across all levels of education - from
creativity classes in primary education to Business Master” [18]. A major
role in the process of rethinking entrepreneurship education lies with the
European universities.

In this respect, the HEInnovate - a joint EC& OECD initiative - aims
to support higher education institutions “to empower students and staff to
demonstrate enterprise, innovation and creativity in their teaching, research
and third missions" [21]. From HEInnovate perspective, The Netherlands
exhibit advanced experience, the higher education sector offering, as shows
last country review, excellent examples of what it means to be innovative
and entrepreneurial, the current challenge being entrepreneurial mindset
development across all subject areas [38].

Looking at East European universities’ entrepreneurial profile,
education and research are comparatively much better established, while
"third mission" activities need further consolidation. For example, in Poland
and Hungary, the latest HEInnovate country reviews have identified the
need to develop a common understanding of the universities’ "third
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mission" and to support institutional capacity-building for enhancing
entrepreneurial universities [36, 37].

In the case of Romanian universities, the process of rethinking
entrepreneurship education is at an earlier development stage. While The
Netherlands and Ireland are concerned to expand entrepreneurship
education across all disciplines and areas of study and to increase
interdisciplinarity [35, 38], in Romania, entrepreneurship is almost absent in
non-economic education.

Therefore, the investigation of the relationship between antecedents,
experiences and entrepreneurial intentions among Economics students
before access to formal entrepreneurship education or/and other
entrepreneurial education opportunities is, in our opinion, first step for
understanding the impact of entreprencurship education on students’
intentions to become an entrepreneur in Romania.

Our analysis is related with our previous research regarding youth as an
inclusive entrepreneurship target group in Romania [7, 8, 13, 14, 15, 16].
Looking at entrepreneurial intentions from local perspective, we found that
the role of education is the second most important factor in business
creation (after family) for young entrepreneurs in Romania, while the access
to finance and bureaucracy followed by lack of experience, the
preconceptions of people about the young entrepreneurs and lack of
promoting successful entrepreneurship examples are the most important
obstacles encountered [15].

Our research findings confirm, as well as many other empirical studies,
that in students’ perception, “the most important push factor is financial
independence” [13], but at the same time highlights a specificity for Romania
in case of pull factors: “the limited access to finance is on the same level as
the lack of advisory services” [13]. This conclusion led us to further
investigation on Economics students which, in the context of Romanian
higher education, are almost the only ones who benefit from
entrepreneurship courses and, frequently, from entrepreneurial advisory
services [7, 13].

The present paper examines the Economics students’ antecedents of
entrepreneurial intentions and entrepreneurial experiences before access to
formal entreprencurship education or/and other entreprenecurial education
opportunities in the case of University of Oradea, Romania.

The structure of the present paper consists of 7 sections. After this
Introduction, Section 2 analyzes literature in the field of students’
entrepreneurship in order to operationalize the research problem, research
hypotheses and to select research methods, Section 3 considers the research
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questions and hypotheses, Section 4 shows the research design used to
address the research hypothesis, Section 5 presents the research findings,
while Section 6 summarizes and Section 7 concludes the paper.

2. Problem Statement

Starting from Casson et al. and Parker approaches [11, 41] and from the
OECD inclusive and youth entrepreneurship framework ([32, 33, 34,
scientific literature considers age and entrepreneurial education as
determinants of entrepreneurship, entrepreneurial culture as one of the
social and cultural aspects of entrepreneurship and youth as a disadvantaged
group compared to entrepreneurship whose exclusion is mainly explained by
access to finance.

Derived from the scientific study of youth entreprencurship, students’
entrepreneurship is addressed mainly from two research directions: first,
from the perspective of students as "at risk" or the students’ exclusion from
entrepreneurship and the obstacles encountered; second, from the
perspective of entrepreneurial education and its efficiency in transforming
students/graduates into entrepreneuts.

Despite studies that demonstrated the impact of higher education on
entrepreneurial decision [11, 41], empirical analysis that suggests that the
start-up decision is “significantly positively related to the entrepreneutial
otientation of the university” [25] and numerous case studies that explore
the efficiency of entrepreneurial university supply worldwide, including
Romania [3, 26, 42] the mechanism of triggering the students’
entrepreneurial intentions has not been fully understood.

Are entrepreneurs born or made on campus? Are there links between
gender, the residential environment (urban, rural), the family origin and the
entrepreneurial intentions of the students? Are antecedents and experiences
before or outside campus relevant for entreprenorial intentions?

The relevance of “prior exposure” [29] to entrepreneutial expetiences in
the students’ entrepreneurial intention have recently prompted the interest
of researchers.

Recent case studies highlight differences across nations. For example,
Nowinski et al. argues that in case of Visegrad countries, the direct impact
of entrepreneurship education was positive and significant” only in Poland
[30]. For Poland, Nowinski and Haddoud identified the role models,
entrepreneurial attitudes and entrepreneurial self-efficacies as “three
dimensions in the process of nurturing entrepreneurial careers” [29]. For
Czech Republic, Papadaki, Novak and Dvorsky [40] found a sound
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difference in the entreprenecurial intentions between students without any
personal experience in entrepreneurship and who do not have entrepreneurs
in their family and those with prior personal entrepreneurial experience or
among family members. In Germany, as Krabel’s study shows, “work
experience prior to studying increases the likelihood of graduates entering
self-employment” [25].

Does individual or contextual factors matter in students’ entrepreneurial
intention? Oftedal, lakovleva and Foss show that students learn from both
educational programmes and context, “would-be student entrepreneurs do
not exist separately from their structural context” [31].

An interesting study realized by Bretones and Radrigan [9] by
comparing two groups of students from Chile and Spain, aims to discover
the attitudinal  variables that influence students’ entrepreneurial
intentions and the influence of cultural context on their entrepreneurial
attitude. The study found that the existence of a family tradition of
entrepreneurship would be positively  related with the students’
entrepreneurial intention, students with an individualistic pattern of values
would have a higher entrepreneurial intention, cultural context matters so
Chilean students showed a greater entrepreneurial intention than Spanish
students, students in technological and business related programs had a
higher intention of starting a business [9].

The degree program is the most investigated factor in the students’
entrepreneurship literature, in relation or not with career anchors, the
profession of parents, proactive personality etc. [28, 39] and it is widely
recognized that business orientation is significant determinant of students’
attitude toward entrepreneurship [20] and entrepreneurial education should
be extended outside the business school [43], especially at engineering
programs [3, 5]. Other investigated factors are gender and residential area,
the findings show, as expected, that male and urban students are more
inclined to affairs than women [6] or those in rural areas [25].

Regarding teories and models which underlie a research framework for
analyzing students’ entrepreneurial intentions, we found studies based on
the experiential learning theory and on the theory of planned behavior, the
entrepreneurial event model, the intentions-based models, the psychosocial
cognitive model and integrated versions of these teories and models. Based
on the experiential learning theory, Honig and Hopp demonstrated that
entrepreneurs who learn through concrete expetience “benefit most from
informal sources of capital and from their social networks”, while abstract
conceptualization learners “benefit most from formal sources of capital and
from following their developed plans” [22]. Din, Anuar and Usman
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reported findings regarding significant relationship between the effectiveness
of entrepreneurship education and risk-thinking, need for achievement and
locus of control, whereas business plan and self-efficacy relationship is
insignificant [12].

The Ajzen’s theory of planned behavior [1, 2] better substantiates
students’ entreprenecurial intention research due to the clear distinction
between attitudes, perceived behavioural control and subjective norms.
According with Ajzen [1, 2], entrepreneurial intentions of a person are
formed through a complex process with some antecedents; attitude,
subjective norms and perceived behavioral control towards entrepreneurship
as antecedents of entrepreneurial intentions and exposure to entrepreneurial
models, work experience and intuition of trigger events as entrepreneurial
experiences. From different studies that utilize theory of planned behaviour
as theoretical framework, we consider relevant for our research the studies,
questionnaires and models implemented and validated by Lorz [27], Kim-
Soon et al. [23] and Asghar et al. [4].

3. Research Hypothesis

Based on the Ajzen’s theory of planned behavior [1, 2], the present
paper examines the Economics students’ antecedents of entrepreneurial
intentions and entrepreneurial experiences before access to formal
entrepreneurship education or/and other entrepreneurial education
opportunities in the case of University of Oradea, Romania.

Therefore, we raised two research questions: What is the impact of the
antecedents and experiences on students’ entreprenecurial intentions? Are
there links between gender, the residential environment (urban, rural), the
family origin and the entrepreneurial intentions of the students?

Research hypothesis were tested according with theory of planned
behavior: 1. There is a positive correlation between students’ antecedents and
high level of entrepreneurial intentions?, 2. There is a positive correlation
between students’ experiences and high level of entrepreneurial intentions?

With our present study, we aim to contribute to a more comprehensive
understanding of the path through which antecedents and experiences
influence students’ entrepreneurial intentions and to provide managerial
implications and policy recommendations for increasing the effectiveness of
entrepreneurship education supply (curricula, programs, extra-curricular
activities, practice-based learning etc.) in order to compensate initially
perceived lack of support and expose students to experiences that stimulate
their entrepreneurial intentions.
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4. Research Methods

The research is based on the study of 202 undergraduate students from
the Faculty of Economic Sciences, University of Oradea, Romania, before
access to formal entrepreneurship education or/and other entreprenecurial
education opportunities. The collection of data took place between February
24 and April 10, 2019. From 290 possible participants, we had 225
respondents (77,58%) and validated 202 questionnaires (69,65%). According
to Gorsuch [20], this number of valid questionnaires is relevant.

There were three variables included in this study. The first,
Entrepreneurial Antecedents (EA), assesses attitudes, perceived behavioural
control and subjective norms. The second variable, Entrepreneurial
Experiences (EE), is comprised of three other major components, namely:
exposure to entrepreneurial models, work experience and intuition of
trigger-events. The third wvariable we included in our study was
Entrepreneurial Intention (EI) and was composed of the two dimensions
namely, immediate term intention and future intention.

Our research design followed mainly the research efforts of Lorz [27],
Kim-Soon et al. [23] and Asghar et al. [4]. The questionnaire was structured
in four parts. The first part included demographical questions where the
students were asked to indicate their personal data: age, gender, program of
study, general data related to family and prior entrepreneurial education. The
second part of the survey included three questions where students were
asked about their Entrepreneurial Antecedents (EA) and we utilised 15 items
for assessing this first variable. In the third part of our questionnaire we
assessed Entrepreneurial Experiences (EE) addressing six questions and
utilised 17 items. For the measurement of Entrepreneurial Intention (EI), we
utilized 10 items. All items measuring EA, EE and EI were designed to
collect data on a 5-point Likert scale.

In order to analyse the data we used SPSS version 17.0. To measure
reliability, Cronbach's Alpha was used.

4.1. Profile of respondents

The questionnaire was applied to a total of 202 students of the
Faculty of Economic Sciences, University of Oradea, gender: female: 79,7%
(161 persons) and male: 20,3% (41 persons), aged between 18 and 38 years,
the majority of whom (97,52% - 197 persons) are young persons aged between
18-25 years. Most of the respondents come from rural areas (72,1%), from
families with a /low flevel of income/person between: 801-2000 RON/month
(60,9%). The majority of the respondents have studied at least one subject
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related to entreprenenrship (64,9%), have estimated a number of approximately
36 hours of study in the field of entrepreneurship (45%), and are currently
enrolled at university in vatrious programs of study: Accounting (28,7%),
Management (19,8%), Finance (16,8%), Marketing (10,9%), International
business administration (13,4%), Business administration (10,4%). Students
have appreciated their Jeve/ of knowledge in general entrepreneurship areas at an
average level: 46% for Basics of Business Initiation and Business Plan, 36.6% for
Starting a Business, 35.6% for Writing a Business Plan.

Of the respondents, 32.6% have family members who are entrepreneurs,
54.5% of whom have at least one parent who is an entreprenenr.

Regarding the expectations from entrepreneurship programs, in order of
importance - 47% of them are generally interested in entrepreneurship
programs, 21.3% have entreprencurial intentions and 20.3% see themselves
as entrepreneurs, therefore these two categories have a specific interest for
entrepreneurial programs in order to acquire entrepreneurial skills, while
11.4% have no specific expectations.

4.2 Factor analysis and test of variables

For the three categories of variables described above, reliability was
calculated with a Cronbach internal consistency test (This coefficient is used
to study the internal consistency of items in a questionnaire). Overall
reliability for the total of 42 items was 0,91, which shows an excellent
consistency [10].

To determine whether the variables are representative, two tests were
performed: on the one hand, the missing values, the mean sample size, the
confidence interval values were verified, and on the other hand, if the
variables are normally distributed by asymmetry analysis (Skewness) and
flatness (Kurtosis).

For the categories of factors that characterize EA, EE and EI (as
abbreviated above), the factors considered to be representative were selected
according to the following criteria: Mean - the average sample value of at
least 3.3 and a minimum rank 4. Analysing the distribution symmetry,
according to Lorz, we considered that a value of 0 for Skewness “would be a
perfect normal distribution” [27], seeing that, in practice, a deviation of -2 to
+2 is considered acceptable and is assumed to be a normal distribution;
respectively, analysing the flatness, ranges from -2 to +2 for Kurtosis
acceptable for parametric tests [27].

Thus, of the 15 tested items for EA, 6 were validated as
representative, as presented in Table 1 EA variables - Descriptive
statistics, namely: To be an entreprenenr involves more advantages than disadvantages
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(EAT); I think the entreprenenr’s career is attractive (EAZ2); I would like to start my
own business (EA3); From many variants, 1 would rather opt to be an entrepreneur
(EA4); The level of entreprenenrial skills you have: Leadership and commmunication
skills (EA5); The level of entreprenenrial skills you have: Relational and teammork
skills (EAG).

Table 1 EA variables — Descriptive statistics.

Statistical EAI1 EA2 EA3 FEA4 EA5 EA6

description

Mean 3,6931 4,04455 4,6485 3,5297 3,5396 3,8812
Range 4,00 4,000 5,00 4,00 4,00 4,00
Skewness -,503 - 753 =239 157 -212 -399
Kurtosis ,605 1,350 1,965 -068  -435 ,165

Note: Valid respondents number N=202

In Table 1, the values obtained show a normal distribution, with a
Skewness coverage range between -,753 and -,157. Also, the Kurtosis values
are within the normal range with values between -,435 and +1,965.

For the EE factors category, of the 17 tested, 6 were validated, as
presented in Table 2 EE variables — Descriptive statistics, namely: What
events should happen in_your life to make you become an entrepreneur? The emergence of
a successful family entrepreneur (EET); Existence of Entreprenenrial Learning (EE2);
Excistence of several courses on entrepreneurship for all fields of study (EE3); According
to an increased importance of practical | internship activities in the specialized field
(EE4); Creation of at least a permanent information point on the start of a business,
allowing easier access to information abont starting a business and financing opportunities
(EES5); Creating at least a student counselling center to start a business - providing
feedback on an idea or business plan, financing opportunities for the business idea (EEG).

Table 2 EE variables — descriptive statistics

Statistical EFE1 FEE2 FEE3 FEE4 FEE5 FEE6

description

Mean 3,3400 13,7400 3,8350 4,3450 4,0050 4,3100
Range 4,00 4,00 4,00 4,00 5,00 5,00
Skewness =307 =569  -463 -1,097  -622  -,622
Kurtosis -,482 094 013 1,489 ,652 ,652

Note: Valid respondents number N=202
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In Table 2, the values obtained show a normal distribution, with a
Skewness coverage range between -1,097 and -,307, flatness falls within
normal limits, Kurtosis values have values between -,482 and +1,489.

For the EI factors category, of the 10 tested, 6 were validated, as
presented in Table 3 EI variables - Descriptive statistics, namely: '
ready to become an entreprenenr and to do anything to achieve this (EI1); I'm very
interested in being an entreprenenr (E12); I will make a lot of effort to open and matke
my own company go (EI3); I'm motivated to open my own company (EI4); Opening ny
own company when 1 finish my studies (EL5); 1 intend to open my business in next 2-5
years (EI6).

Table 3 EI variables — descriptive statistics

Statistical  ET1 EZ EI3 El4 ET5 El6

description

Mean 3,3750 3,5700 3,7200 3,6750 3,5600 3,5600
Range 4,00 4,00 4,00 4,00 4,00 4,00
Skewness 003 -264  -339  -029 -121 -013
Kurtosis -,185 100 -563 706 -708  -796

Note: Valid respondents number N=202

In the Table 3, the values obtained show a normal distribution, with
a Skewness coverage range between -,339 and +,003. Also, the Kurtosis
values are within the normal range with values between -,796 and -,100.

5. Findings

5.1. Variable association

Following the aggregation of the validated variables, by the method
of associating the vatiables, we checked, using Pearson's Chi-squate, the
degree of association of the aggregate variable Entrepreneurial
Antecedents EA (EA1-EAG) and Entrepreneurial Experiences EE
(EE1- EE6) and aggregate variable Entrepreneurial Intention EI (E11-
EI6) and the significant link between variables was confirmed, a significant
influence greater than the statistical threshold of 0.05 (the value Sig > 0.05
shows a significant correlation between the two evaluated variables). The
results obtained can be seen in Table 4 Results obtained by associating variables by
Chi-square Test analysis.
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Table 4 Results obtained by associating variables by Chi-square Test analysis.

Paired Variables SFd‘_ _
Mean Deviation  Sig.
Pair 1 EA - Aggregate — EI Aggregate ,31282 86840  ,000
Pair 2 EE - Aggregate - EI-Aggregate ,35325  1,02479  ,000

5.2 Correlation and regression analysis

The  relationship  between  Entrepreneurial ~ Antecedents,
Entrepreneurial Experience and Entrepreneurial Intention was examined
using the Pearson correlation and regression analysis.

Table 5 Correlations between variables describes the correlation results.
The results "R = 0,400, Sig. <0,05 "and" R = 0,200, Sig. <0,05" indicate a
significant positive value between EA, EE and EI.

Table 5 Correlations between variables

EI-
EA - EE - Aggregat
Aggregate  Aggregate e
AA - Aggregate R ,119° 406™
Sig. ,046 ,000
EE - Aggregate R 1197 ,2007
Sig. ,046 ,002

Note: Note: Valid respondents number N=202, * and ** It means
that the correlation is significant (0.05 and 0.01 respectively).

The regression results, presented in Table 6 and Table 7,
respectively "R Squared = 0,165; Beta = 0,388, Sig. <0,05 "and" R Squared
= 0,040; Beta = 0,154, Sig. <0,05", indicate a significant positive value for
the relationship between EA and EI, on the one hand, and EE and EI, on
the other hand. All Beta coefficients were positive and statistically
significant. This implies that the higher the entrepreneurial antecedents and
the entrepreneurial experiences, the greater the entrepreneurial intention will

be.

99



Anca Otilia DODESCU et al. | Lumen Proceedings 9 | RSACVP2019

Table 6 Regression results of Entrepreneurial antecedents, Entrepreneurial
Experience and Entrepreneurial Intentions

The main

variables Unstandardized Standardized T Sig.
Coefficients B Std. Error Beta
Constant 1,417 342 4,138 ,000
coefficients
EA - Aggregate ,400 ,066 ,388 6,033 ,000
EA - Aggregate ,154 ,064 ,154 2,395 ,018

Table 7 Results of regression of aggregate variables

R R Squared Eta Eta Squared
EA - Aggregate * EI- ,406%* ,165 ,455 ,207
Aggregate
EE — Aggregate * EI- ,200% ,040 374 ,140
Aggregate

Note: N=202 *. Correlation is significant at the 0,01

5.3 Validation of hypotheses

After analysing the data obtained, hypothesis HT is valid (R = 0,406,
$<0,05). Among the components defining the significant entreprenenrial
antecedents as an influence on entrepreneurial intention are: positive attitude
towards entrepreneurship, the consideration that an entrepreneurial career is
attractive and the importance of gaining entrepreneurial skills, especially
communication and relational, as well as teamwork.

Also, hypothesis H2 is valid (R = 0,200, p<0,05). Among the
elements associated with entrepreneurial experiences, two events are
significant as an influence on the entrepreneurial intention, which should
happen in order for the respondent to become an entrepreneur, namely: the
existence within the family of a successful entrepreneur and the existence of
entrepreneurial programs within the university with entrepreneurial
counselling components.

Regarding the students’ demographic data (e.g. gender, residential
environment, family situation) and entreprencurial intention (EI) we found
positive correlations between belonging to a socially vulnerable group:
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students coming from rural areas, the poor results obtained in the
baccalaureate exam and the fact that they are orphans or not (R = 0,230,
$<0,05) and the fact of having an entrepreneur in the family (R = 0,147,

$<0,05).

6. Discussions

The present research connects with the theoretical literature of students’
entrepreneurship. The relationship between Entrepreneurial Antecedents
(EA), Entrepreneurial Experiences (EE) and Entreprenecurial Intention (EI)
in case of Romanian students is almost under-studied.

Our findings reveal, first related to Entrepreneurial Antecedents (EA),
that those who have a positive attitude towards entrepreneurship, believe
that an entrepreneurial career is attractive and give importance to gaining
entrepreneurial skills, especially communication, relational and teamwork,
report a higher level of Entrepreneurial Intention (EI). Second, we want to
underline, related to Entrepreneurial Experiences (EE), the fact that
respondents believe they need tangible proofs (the emergence of a successful
entrepreneur in the family) and proofs "at hand" (existence of
entrepreneurial programs with entrepreneurial counselling components in
the wuniversity) that they can see as experiences to trigger their
Entrepreneurial Intention. The value of the correlation coefficients R =
0.406 for Entrepreneurial Antecedents (EA) and R = 0.200 for
Entrepreneurial Experiences (EE) shows that the influence of the
Entrepreneurial Antecedents, albeit weak on average, is stronger than that of
the Entrepreneurial Experiences (almost non-existent). This was to be
expected, given that respondents are students in the first year of study.

What, in our opinion, represents at this point an important result of our
research is that, on the basis of the results obtained, we can state that
university entrepreneurial programs will have to be designed in such a way as
to develop the formation of favourable attitudes towards entrepreneurship,
to include modules on entrepreneurial careers and to ensure that students
gain communication, relational and teamwork skills. In addition, the
inclusion of the entreprencurial counselling component appears to be a top
necessity for any entreprenecurial program. Also, based on the results of our
study, we are recommending the stimulation of students who come from
rural areas even if they achieved a lower average score at the secondary
school leaving exam (Baccalaureate exam), since they have more pronounced
entrepreneurial intentions, perhaps due to the desire to overcome their social
condition.
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Of course, our research has limits. Firstly, the study was conducted only
among the students in the first year. Secondly, they belong exclusively to the
field of economic sciences. Future research steps seek hypothesis retesting
for Economics students after access to entrepreneurship education and
address other groups of students from non-economic fields of study where,
traditionally, the offer of entrepreneurial education is poor or non-existent.
At the same time, we aim to refine the research in the sense of an in-depth
analysis of the entrepreneurial antecedents and entrepreneurial experiences
based on the theory of planned behavior components. Regarding
entrepreneurial intentions, the stage we reached in our research leads us to
the need for researching this variable with other research tools, too, on its
two components, namely immediate term-intention and future intention.

7. Conclusions

Through this research we have proposed, on the one hand, to
empirically investigate the relationship between students’ antecedents and
entrepreneurial intentions. On the other hand, we want to find if there is a
positive relationship between students’ experiences (i.e. exposure to
entrepreneurial models, work experience and intuition of trigger-events) and
entrepreneurial intentions.

We assume a positive relationship between students’ antecedents and
entrepreneurial intentions (H1) and between students’ experiences and
entrepreneurial intentions (H2). We mention that the relationship between
students’ antecedents and entrepreneurial intentions is more powerful than
the relationship between students’ experiences and entrepreneurial
intentions. Moreover, we assume a positive relationship between the
environment of origin (i.e. rural areas) and students’ entrepreneurial intent,
which suggests that students who prefer to change their lives seem to be
more motivated in the entrepreneurial direction.

Furthermore, as managerial implications and policy recommendations
are concerned, our research highlights that Romanian universities have to
take into account in order to design entrepreneurial educational offer
(curricula, programs, extra-curricular activities, practice-based learning etc.)
two essential aspects: to create a favourable attitude towards
entrepreneurship and to include personalized counselling of students in any
entrepreneurial program, with particular attention to rural students. Even
though our respondents are Economics students, research clearly shows that
we should not assume the pre-existence of a favourable attitude to
entrepreneurship, but make it a zero priority. Our results highlight the fact
that the university can compensate the lack of experience outside the
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campus by developing and delivering entrepreneurial courses with an
applicative component coupled with personalized professional counselling,
guidance and support services, coaching services, etc. Business partnership,
including the existence of a tutor for each student outside the university, can
add value to the applicative component of entrepreneurial courses.
Nevertheless, these aspects require further investigation.

The results of our research may be useful, especially, for East European
universities, whose experience is, in many respects, similar to Romanian
experience, facing the same challenge of expanding entrepreneurship
education from Economics to all areas of study and developing
entrepreneurial mindset across all subject areas. In a broader sense, our
research results can also be useful in other socio-cultural spaces, from the
perspective of joint projects involving countries, universities in different
development stages of rethinking entrepreneurship education and allowing
comparative analysis, know-how transfer and exchange of good practices in
the process of institutional capacity building for enhancing entrepreneurial
universities.
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