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Topical Issues on Musical Education of Future
Preschool Educators

Mariya OLIYNYK!, Yaryna VYSHPINSKA?

Abstract

The article deals with certain aspects of musical education of future preschool educators, including
components of professional training, the use of individual and differentiated approaches to training,
selection of forms and methods of educational process in high school.

Keywords: musical education, future educators, preschool education.

Relevance of research

The question of musical education of preschool teachers is
undoubtedly one of the most pressing problems in the study. The future of
pre-school education in particular, as well as all education, is defined by the
process of European integration and globalization. This means quality
updates in education and training of future teachers, revision and rethinking
of many well-established traditions, making additions and adjustments to the
national system of education by introducing modern technologies and
innovative trends.Qualitative reforms in preschool education in the face of
increasing curriculum complexity for six-year-olds, overloading of
information block on subjects of general direction, generally tense internal
social and socio-political situation all lead to a shift in building a positive
attitude of internal psychological comfort of the individual baby. An
effective source for restoring emotional balance of the individual is musical
art, endowed with specific means of influence on the processes of collecting
and playing in preschooler creativity, its active inclusion through music and
petforming activities in the sphere of joy, a sense of his/her genius, the
adoption of the decision and its implementation in the music and creative
collaboration with the teacher.An important role in this process belongs to
music teachers, whose current task is to introduce children to the wotld of
beauty, implanting them the values of national and world art.
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Analysis of recent research and publications.

The writings of modern scientists emphasize the foreground role of
adult in the formation of harmoniously-developed preschooler. The teacher,
providing musical education, forms the aesthetic sense, taste, emotional and
spiritual culture of the child developing it creatively. The task of national
education can be solved only with the professional teaching staff as
preschools are in most cases brought up by the individual teacher and no
guides can replace him.

General principles of education of future teachers have been
considered by A. Aleksyuk, I. Bech, I. Zyazyun, B. Hershunskyy, A.
Gluzman, V. Kremin, I. Pidlasyy, T. Roters, S. Sysoieva, M. Yarmachenko
and others. Based on the advanced positions of classical teachers - A.
Dysterveha, K. Ushinskyy, V. Sukhomlynskyy, A. A. Makarenko and others,
modern scholars — O. Abdullina, S. Archanhelskyy, I. Lerner, A. Rudnytska,
M. Skatkin and others - reveal the ways, methods and means of quality
teacher training, the formation of general and professional culture of the
individual. According to E. Abdullina, Yu. Aliyev, L. Archazhnikov, L.
Masol, N. Myropolska, O. Rostovskyy and others, musical education of
future teachers should include implementation of specific musical
performing and teaching tasks. This level indicates the presence of skill, the
foundations of which future music teachers receive in the process of
studying. Publications of national researchers (L. Artemov, A. Bogush, N.
Lysenko, E. Karpova O. Kononko, K. Krutiy, V. Mayboroda, T.
Ponimanska, O. Proskury, O. Sukhomlynska, M. Sobchynska, H. Belenka,
O. Bohinich, T. Tan'ko, L. Zdanevych, T. Zharovtseva and others) clearly
show that the training of future specialists of preschool education, first of
all, should meet the requirements of our time, their being the first
educational element, which determines levels of education of future
generations. It has its own specifics, based on fundamental laws of didactic
construction process of professional training in high school.

The system of professional training of future teachers is an
integrated set of structural elements that are interconnected in certain
relations, forming a coherent unity.

Professional training in high school, according to A. Bohinich is
based on building effective learning process, providing a gradual
transformation of cognitive activity into professionally-oriented containing
the following constituents:

- The content of training in accordance with the objectives of
specific tasks and specific professional qualification of the training (training
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content is seen as the goal and the result of professional training in
accordance with educational qualification level);

- Teacher as a designer and organizer of learning, development and
education of future specialist;

- Pedagogical tools - methods, techniques, tools of educational
interaction, organizational forms of learning;

- The object of education as an active participant in learning
activities, which result in personal mastery of professional experience and
ability to creatively apply it in future (Boginich, 2008).

This necessitates a revision of the content of professional standards.
Thus, there is a need for consistency of the system of professional training
of preschool teachers with the European system, which has only two
educational levels (bachelor and master) differing from national in content
and duration of training. Level training provides different levels and
therefore different depth of professional competence, qualifications and
amount of social and community focus of the preschool teacher.

The purpose of this article is to analyze the features of musical
education of future preschool specialists based on forms, methods of
teaching, to prove that musical education is a part of professional training of
preschool profile, defined by specific music education and combining
educational, vocal and choral, musical and performing directions.

Presentation of the material

First, let’s examine the education of future specialists of preschool
education in Ukraine. In 2002, the Law of Ukraine ‘On Higher Education’
introduced level training in high schools (Bachelor, Specialist and Master).
Gradually, appropriate educational standards have been developed,
identifying requirements for future professionals of every educational
qualification level and content of training. Majors ‘Pedagogy, Preschool
education’ have been approved by the Ministry of Education and Science of
Ukraine in 2003, defining basic requirements and content of training for
preschool qualification (which corresponds to Bachelor’s Degree).

The content of education of future educators in higher education is
determined by educational and professional programs (EPP) used in the
development and adjustment of teaching ‘Preschool education’, relevant
work programs, the content of lectures and seminars, the development of
problematic tasks for independent work, diagnostic tools of student
achievement, the content of teaching practice in kindergarten.
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Educational and professional program (EPP) is a national normative
document, which defines the normative content of education, sets
requirements for the content, scope and level of education and professional
training of pre-school education. This standard is used in the development
of diagnostic quality level of education and professional training; system of
higher education, adjusting curricula; determining the content in the system
of retraining and advanced training.

The content of learning ‘Preschool Education’ is divided into the
normative and selective part. In particular, the regulatory part involves the
mastery of knowledge and skills in fundamental sciences, liberal,
professional-oriented and practical skills that are required to be mastered by
future kindergarten teachers. The sample of the content of the teaching
profession recommends courses for learning subjects and objects designed
to meet their need in specialists of specific expertise and the needs of the
student and includes courses chosen by the student and high school.

To implement the objectives of artistic development of preschoolers
the curriculum of the Department of Pedagogy Preschool Education at
Chernivtsi National University included the course ‘Methodology of musical
education of preschool children’ for students qualifying for Bachelor degree
in the curriculum, which creates the necessary foundation for the formation
and development of musical training and artistic and creative competences
of future preschool specialists.

The objectives of the study include:

1) An important factor of professional formation of students is their
musical culture and education, developing musical abilities that form the
basis for the successful exercise of music and performing activities in
preschool educational institutions;

2) Mastering the theoretical material of lecture course ‘Methodology
of musical education of preschool children’ with its gradual consolidation in
practical and seminars creates the necessary framework for the introduction
of modern concepts of musical development of preschool children,
mastering the vocal skills, musical ear and rhythmic sense, mastery tricks on
children's musical instruments. These fundamental musical skills while
learning and development help students during their teaching practice in
kindergarten, where they acquire organizing skills as well as conducting
musical and rhythmic and musical didactic games with preschoolers, create a
scene staging children's songs relying on text, rhythm and musical mood of
vocal and instrumental works;

3) Practical music classes with students majoring in preschool
education contribute to the development of their creativity, encourage to
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exercise own search of music, strengthen and improve the performance
skills of the singers and instrumental activities;

4) Active expression of individual musical and creative abilities of
future specialists in line with the specific construction of music lessons in
kindergarten, combining individual, group, individual, group and collective
forms of work;

5) Studying and implementing Furopean experience of musical
education and educational work of training future teachers of children's
education will be the benchmark for the introduction of modern concepts of
musical development of preschool children, the role of the educator in
strengthening music education of preschool children.

The successful formation of musically advanced and creative
personality of future teacher combines individual intellectual and creative
abilities of students, and the general mood and focus of a group of academic
training, acquiring and securing musical-theoretical and musical and
performing skills. After written and oral diagnosis motivational interest of
each student has been defined, focusing on the display of their musical
abilities, desire to achieve results in music and performing activities. We aim
to open their musicality, desire to make music, to exercise their vocal
capabilities, gradually develop rhythm, and later mastery in playing the noise
and the sound music instruments and not to immediately implement
children's songs or play the piano. The theoretical minimum presupposes
children’s exploring and studying the basics of musical literacy, keys, notes,
the concept of tact and time signature, dynamic colors, varieties pace. It is
necessary for the students to able in future to pick their own music song
material for children of all ages,be able to perform it on the instrument and
sing.

The ability of students to talk to kids about music is as important
criterion. They should be taught to adopt shaped and kid-friendly words,
explanations that would disclose mood, character of music, will give an idea
of the musical characteristics of song heroes, manifested through the
rhythm, tempo, dynamic shades, genre features, harmonious play
background, the structure of melody and more. These verbal skills are
essential for the development of creative direction of future preschool
educators. Due to its availability this type of musical activity is associated
with hearing music in preschool institutions, helps students to enrich their
understanding of the features of the genre of music, forms their knowledge
of musical styles, teaches the children music in concise form using verbal,
illustrative methods, expands their vocabulary, supports their desire for
creative approach to the implementation of this task.
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Music perception is characterized by individual features of the
accuracy, brightness, intensity, speed and completeness of sound reflection,
sensually-figurative, emotional and rational components (Perception of
music, 2007). Perceiving musicone expresses his emotional self. The mind
experiences images and ideas embodied by the composer in music. Students
must realize that a piece of music is a combination of aesthetic information
provided by the composer. This art forms our emotional culture, aesthetic
feelings and tastes, spiritual culture of our lives. Concluding aesthetic
education of young people we seek to develop their creativity. Students write
stories for small instrumental program works (usually chosen two
contrasting pieces), preparing them visibility and create music mood
characteristics dictionaries, analyze their stories, fictional stories, selected
poems to music. It develops in them the ability to capture children's love to
music, opens the way to understanding the expressive content of the music
included in the program of music education in different age groups of
children preschool institutions. Accumulating music and educational
information, exploring genres and styles of music, attempting to create
bright and clear stories for children about music, improving children’s skills
for spotty selection of vocal and instrumental music pieces will form the
basis for students’ relaxation and music therapy sessions with preschoolers.

Formation of theoretical background knowledge about the nature of
musical abilities of preschool children, mastering the techniques of musical
ear, thythm, memory, musical thinking of kids are necessary and important
basis for the implementation of a successful musical and educational work of
future educators in kindergarten. This knowledge and skills are essential;
they are the basis for independent activity of students in music and creative
work with preschool children. Developing emotional sphere of a man, we
thus develop his musicianship. This work aims at own musical development.
The children need to learn to distinguish different height and length of
sounds, differentiate between wind, bowed, reed, keyboard, folk
instruments, capture quick grip of modal sound of music (major - minor).
Recent studies of harmonic hearing held in preschoolers by T.I. Naumenko
show that the majority of children in almost most cases determine the
correct harmonization, but in a very peculiar way. Kids like the music that
sounds ‘nice, quiet, soft, and so on’The children determine the correct
emotional way through a holistic perception option. In the diagnosis of
harmonic hearing in preschool children one should consider emotional
(perceptual) component, not the reproductive (ear) component of harmonic
hearing, which is used later in life (Naumenko, 1996). Quite an auxiliary
method of interaction between future teachers and pre-school children is the
ability to create a rhythmic pattern of verse, children’s riddles or tongue-
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twisters, feel strong and weak beats, master conductor of schemes of 2/4,
3/4 and 4/4 of the quarter. Students need to know enough of children's
songs to perform musical mini puzzles for kids, try their hand at creating
simple melodies, intonation ends or continuing musical sentences, and so
on. One should also consider the form of the work, students may implement
it through a didactic musical or musical and educational games that will
develop their musical abilities. The gained experience could be implemented
in practical work with children of preschool age.

Formation of the musical training of students includes the
development of vocal exercises based on individual musical abilities of
students. To learn to sing both the student and the child require great
activity and mental stress. One has to learn to compare their singing with
others, listen to tunes, compare the different nature of musical sentences,
assess the quality of the songs. Singing has positive effect on the child's
body, helps to develop language, deepen breathing, stimulate formation
processes of vocal tract (Vetlugina, 1982). During their trainingear for music,
sense of thythm, child's emotional attitude to music and musical memory
become particularly active.Singing is an important means of musical
education and influencing significantly comprehensive and harmonious
development of the child. You also need to pay attention to the
development of the vocal tract, which is carried out by singing warm-ups,
exercises to strengthen breathing, intonation accuracy, articulation and
learning children's songs included in the program of music education in
kindergarten. One should pay attention to the study of folk songs and
children's family and household and ritual subjects.

We shall note that future professionals exercise to create complex
choreography and musical plastic movements and compositions relying on
the tradition of folk dance from the age-appropriate preschoolers, mastering
the techniques of playing the children's musical instruments from simple
(noise) to the complex (presence of diatonic and chromatic scales). Creating
noise bands by students, forming in them ensemble skills, activating rhythm,
clarity and articulation accuracy and reproduction of music and rhythmic
patterns of the work, work on dynamics, nuances and artistic content of an
instrumental play stands high rate of training of future specialists.Playing in
an orchestra unites team of students, increases responsibility of each for the
proper execution of his party, helps overcome uncertainty manifesting
individual merits. While playing in the orchestra or ensemble a sense of
support, collective empathy for the quality of work, individual responsibility
for qualityare formed, improving not only the musical mastery, but the spirit,
a common desire to achieve success.
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Music and performing skills of students are reinforced during
practical music lessons at the university, while preparing and conducting
various musical and educational activities for students and teachers’ children
at the department of pedagogy, psychology and social work at Chernivtsi
National University. For instance, students majoring in preschool education
have made it traditional to organize winter holidays celebrations (New Year,
St. Nicolas Day) as well as Mother's Day, singing the role of women in
family and society. The active form of holiday or educational event
demonstrates not only musical performing achievements of students they
have developed in themselves during the school year in vocal, instrumental
and dance spheres, but also helps them to realize their creative literary,
artistic and theatrical talents. Poetry recitation, singing in solo and ensemble
performance, creating a single composite line where creatively combined
theatrical performance, music, dance, poetry stand by the benchmarks that
steer the overall musical-creative activity of students in the study and
consolidate the material of the course ‘Methods of musical education of
preschool children’. Enhancing creative expressions of students in preparing
music and dance, stage, theater projects in different genres topics is aimed at
preschool age, will be a result and transitional phase of their musical and
performance training in high school, which will be implemented in future
practice in children's education.

Improving received musical and performance skills and the level of
musical training in the study of their major course in high school musical,
their further consolidation in the pedagogical practice in children's
institutions of the city and the region, will be the necessary foundation for
the formation of preschool specialists. This is especially needed in rural
areas, where the lack of the qualified staff has always been visible.

Summary

To sum it up, we should note that the successful formation of the
musical training of preschool specialists should be combine theoretical
knowledge and musical nature of the individual, fixed and improved at the
university in terms of practical music and performing activities. Organization
of children's mastery of playing the musical instruments, vocal, musical and
rhythmic activity involve personal motivation optimistic trend of
students,confidence in their own strength, ability to create a brilliant piece of
music. Developing music and performing skills in future teachers reinforces
during pedagogical practices in preschool institutions and during the
preparation, organization and holding of musical and educational activities at
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the university, where the conditions of public speech reveal the depth and
quality of their music and creative development. Compliance with these
conditions, we believe, will be an important criterion for the formation of
creative research opinion of preschool experts in music and performing
activities.
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