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Abstract: Sustainable development approaches the concept of quality of 
life in all its complexity, from an economic, social and environmental 
point of view, promoting the idea of the balance between economic 
development, social equity, efficient use and conservation of the 
environment. 
By its very nature, sustainable development represents the need for 
responsibility and education for environmental protection, and this aspect 
is reflected in the evolution of community policy in recent years, a policy 
marked by the transition from an approach based on constraint and 
sanction, to a more flexible, based one on incentives. Thus, it is acting in 
the direction of a voluntary approach, in order to promote this 
environmental responsibility and to encourage the use of environmental 
management systems. 
The environmental policy does not act independently, but reflects the 
interest of civil society in this direction, manifested by the creation of 
numerous environmental movements and organizations. Moreover, in 
some countries the creation and development of "green" political parties 
has been achieved, with real success in the political arena. However, 
resistance - or, more properly, the restraint and inertia that manifests 
itself, should not be forgotten, when environmental objectives seem to limit 
industrial competitiveness and economic growth; but this aspect only 
emphasizes once again the need for a concerted approach at European 
level and the need for an active and integrated environmental policy, 
capable of responding to the challenges that appear economically. 
The European environmental policy is based on the principles of 
precaution, prevention, correction of pollution at source and "polluter 
pays". The precautionary principle is a risk management tool that can be 
invoked if there is scientific uncertainty about a possible risk to human 
health or the environment, arising from a particular action or policy.  
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1. Introduction 

The relationship that is built between man and the environment is a 
relationship of interconditioning. Sustainable economic development is 
dependent on environmental conditions, and the environment is subject to 
the conditions that man creates in his actions towards development. 

Ecological and economic principles must be intertwined to ensure 
the individual's ability to develop sustainably, in good conditions of the 
environment, health, and economic condition. 

Sustainable development ensures the premises of the next generation 
to benefit from natural capital, a decisive factor of economic growth. From 
one of the most-known definition that concerns sustainable development 
concept issued in 1987 in the Brundtland Report, it is clear that we, the 
present generation, must secure the needs of posterity, guided by the phrase 
"The earth is inherited from our children" [1]. 

Sustainable development is guided by the principles of intra- and 
intergenerational equity. In the face of development we are all equal, we 
have the same rights to a healthy life, beneficial environmental, economic 
and social conditions. Equity with future generations involves planning 
natural resources with great care and in the long run. However, it is 
necessary to find a balance between total conservation and giving up the 
interests of the present generation and an irrational exploitation of all 
resources. 

2. Theoretical Background 

Although concerns in this area were older, it was not until June 2001 
(the Gothenburg European Council) when it was developed a sustainable 
development strategy, which provides a new dimension, a third 
environmental one, to the Lisbon Strategy which sets out new perspectives. 
This strategy is practically a continuation of the efforts made to attain the 
sustainable development goals set out in the 5th Action Program of the 
European Community (1992-2000), "Towards sustainable development", 
and which recognizes that environmental protection is fundamental to the 
future development of the Community. 

This Community strategy is an integral part of the 6th 
Environmental Action Program, "Our future, our choice", which sets out 
the priority actions for the period 2001-2010 and has at the base one 
principle: the social, economic and environmental effects of policies must be 
looked into in a correlated way and must be considered when the decisions 
are taken. The Council of Europe has identified a number of objectives and 
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measures in the four priority areas of the Union's future development policy: 
combating climate change; ensuring sustainable development; public health; 
more responsible management of natural resources. 

The conclusions of the Brussels Council of 20-21 March 2003 
underline that significant progress has been made in achieving the goals set 
out in the Lisbon Strategy and promoting sustainable growth by 
implementing the global strategy for sustainable development, adopted in 
Gothenburg remains a Union priority [2]. 

Among the objectives set by this Council is the protection of the 
environment in the interests of sustainable growth. The concrete measures 
that need to be made in the coming years, for achieving this goal, are: 
improving environmental indicators, rethinking the transport of petroleum 
products, focusing on the development of new fuels and technologies for 
vehicles, developing a system of sanctions, including for the offenses of 
marine pollution, the adoption of a program entitled "Intelligent Energy for 
Europe", the application and compliance with environmental protocols and 
conventions. 

The general objective of the Strategy of Sustainable Development of 
the European Union is the recognition and the development of measures 
that will allow European Union to reach constant and durable development 
of life quality through generating feasible communities that are capable of 
managing and using all resources in an efficient way, of using the potential 
of all innovations made in the ecology and social fields and not last to 
provide welfare, protection of the environment and solidarity. 

The criteria used to include a topic in the European Sustainable 
Development Strategy are: 

- Do current developments pose significant threats to the quality of 
life or threaten to significantly reduce social, economic and environmental 
resources? 

- Is there any aspect that is gradually getting worse, but which can be 
very expensive or even impossible to remedy if the adoption of energetic 
measures is postponed? 

- Is the identified problem common to several EU Member States, 
or are there training effects between countries [3]? 

 
Based on these criteria, the Commission has proposed the following 

six priority topics/areas to be included in the European Sustainable 
Development Strategy: 

1. climate crisis and "clean energy"; 
2. public health; 
3. natural resources; 
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4. penury and social exclusion; 
5. population aging and demographic evolution; 
6. agglomeration and congestion, ground exploitation and 

development of the land [4]. 
 
Each of this six categories includes issues and contradictions 

regarding the characteristics of policies that are much more acute than 
others. Within each topic, the area of debate can be narrowed by applying 
the previously mentioned criteria in order to identify those evolutions that 
constitute the most serious threats to sustainable development. 

There is a need for better integration of sectoral policies so that the 
different measures are complementary to each other and do not act in 
different directions. Policy integration should begin at the very beginning of 
the policy-making process. Sustainable development should be one of the 
fundamental principles in all areas of activity. In any case, in the formulation 
of sectoral policies just a combined thinking is not enough. Better 
coordination and easier dialogue will not improve things if policies do not 
make full use of the right tools and ideas. Consequently, this chapter not 
only examines some ways to improve policy coherence, but also describes 
the most effective tools. 

To meet these challenges, the EU Commission proposes: 
1. a collection of cross-sectorl recommendations and propositions to 

improve sectoral policies efficiency and for achieving sustained 
development; 

2. a collection of key goals and concrete actions for European Union 
in order to approach difficulties representing the greatest issues for a 
sustained development in the European Union; 

3. the main measures that can be taken for the implementation of the 
strategy and the verification of the progress. 

3. Argument of the paper 

Sustainable development in terms of the economy-environment 
relationship does not mean quantity, but quality, the aim is to impose and 
comply with environmental standards, eliminate waste, the undesirable 
impact of human activities on the environment, waste management, increase 
productivity, reduce dust emissions and of greenhouse gases, reforestation, 
the transition to sustainable agriculture. 
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4. Arguments to support the thesis 

Since 1972, the European Union contributed to increasing the well-
being of Europeans, Through its environmental policy. Nowadays, EU has 
made a goal for the environmental policy to guarantee that, no longer then 
2050, people will live wise inside our planet. 

For achieving this aim, EU strives for a resource-efficient, low-
carbon economy and the protection of biodiversity and human health by 
adopting lows regarding the quality of air, the use of chemicals and the 
protection of water, waste, climate and nature. 

European environmental strategy is based on the postulate of "the 
polluter pays", prevention, precaution and correction of pollution at origin.. 

The sustainable development had a deciding year worldwide, during 
2015. The leaders of the world have adopted on 25 September 2015, at the 
70th session of the UN General Assembly, a new global framework for 
sustainable development: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
(the “2030 Agenda”([5]) and the goals of the sustainable development 
(SDGs). Also, in 2015 were adopted, as part of the 2030 Agenda the 
following: the Addis Ababa Agenda for Action ([7]) and The Paris 
Agreement on Climate Change (COP21 [6]). Also was adopted the Sendai 
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction ([8]). 

The European Union has played a key role in shaping the 2030 
Agenda, completely compatible with the European's vision. The 2030 
Agenda has become a flagship project for sustainable development on global 
level. The 2030 Agenda is engaged in eradicating poverty and achieving 
results towards sustainable development on global level by 2030, making 
sure that there none is abandoned. The 17 Sustainable Development Goals 
along with 169 targets represent global goals that are generally applicable and 
interconnected. The countries, both developing and developed must share 
their have responsibility in order to reach the Sustainable Development 
Goals . Agenda 2030 has integrated in a stabilized way the economic, 
environmental and social dimensions of sustainable development, reflecting 
an unprecedented international consensus regarding peace, justice for all, 
security, and social inclusion that must be pursued not only in separately, but 
must support one another. 

The 2030 Agenda has at it's base a global partnership that involves 
stakeholders, supported by the mobilization of each implementation way, 
also a sturdy monitoring and a mechanism for reviewing that secure 
progression and liability. All the 17 sustainable development goals set 
quantitative and qualitative, ensuring preparation for the future, stability, 
human dignity, planetary health, resilient and fair humankind, also wealth. 
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This goals assist the coordination, between Member States, of the 
convergence process, as well as with other world countries. 

Among primary measures providing help to the Sustainable 
Development Goals within European Union are: 

• With regard to SDG 1 on Eradicating any form of poorness 
throughout entire world", the role that EU has at home, in accordance with 
the probity of subsidiarity, is the one of supporting Member States struggle 
with poorness and the one helping them achieve main poverty purpose 
established in the Europe 2020 Strategy, takin into account that crisis 
influenced progression in reaching the goal. 

• Regarding SDG 2 on Eradicating famish, ensuring security of food, 
improving nutrition, promoting an agriculture sustainable, the reform of the 
Common Agricultural Policy is based on three objectives highly significant, 
representing a priority for the agenda: sustainable production of food, a 
good management of sustainable food, policies regarding climate and natural 
resources, as well as stable development of territories. Also the common 
fisheries policy was reformed in order to contribute for a sustained supply of 
food by assuring sustainability for aquaculture activities and fishing. Using 
the European Aid Fund for the Most Deprived, the actions of the Member 
States of the EU are supported in order to ensure sufficient food that is safe 
and nutritious for the most disadvantaged. In order for the policies to have 
an effect, research and innovation actions are made in the field of nutrition 
security and food (FOOD 2030). 

• With regard to SDG 3 Ensuring a life that is healthy and 
promoting the welfare of populations, EU sets off Member States action 
using legislation, as well as different measures in the field of health systems, 
public health and other health problems, environmental (the quality of air). 
Healthcare is essential for all individuals, for creating stable economy and 
crucial for improving the productivity of labor markets. Member States are 
helped by the Commission to achieve Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), in particular those that reduce the mortality of chronic disease, that 
ensure a quality well-being, that strengthes the capacity of preventing and 
managing global health threats (including resistance to antimicrobials), the 
eradication of tuberculosis, of HIV/AIDS. 

Regarding SDG 4 - Ensuring quality, equitable and inclusive 
education, promoting opportunities for lifelong learning, EU has set the 
Europe 2020 Strategy's key objectives for the number of young people 
leaving school early and the rate of graduation from tertiary education. Using 
Skills Agend and also the 2020Strategic Framework for Education and 
Training for mutual learning and exchange of good practices, together with 
Erasmus + program, the European Union is directing all actions supporting 
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the Member States in order to improve all quality of education and training, 
providing options to young people. 

• Regarding SDG 5 - Achieving the equality of genders and 
empowering all the girls and women, it must be said that the equality of 
genders has been on the European Union's legal- political framework from 
the beginning of the integration process. Nowadays are being developed new 
policies addressing persistent inequalities between men and women. women. 
Similarly, SDG 10 "Reducing inequalities between and between states" 
represents the center of EU's cohesion policy and social agenda. 

• Environmental protection represents an essential measure that can 
assure quality of life from generation to generation. Some SDGs place 
powerful emphasis on issues regarding the environment, in particular SDG 6 
- Ensuring a sustainable management and availability of water and sanitation, 
SDG 14 - Conservation as well as usage sustainable use of marine resources, 
seas and oceans for assuring a sustainable development, also SDG 15- 
Protecting, restoring, promoting the use of terrestrial ecosystems in a 
sustainable way, sustainable forest management, restoring the degradation of 
soil, and fighting the deterioration of the ecosystem -diversity". 

5. Conclusions 

Even though those policies offer solid advantages (like an extensive 
network of the protected areas that are part of Natura 2000 project), EU 
legislation provides for a wide degree of protection in fields like the quality 
of water and the protection of nature. The Directives for Birds and Habitats 
are protecting low-emission ecosystems from greenhouse gases, are putting 
pressure for cleaner water, cleaner air and a greater recycling of resources. 

An environmental perspective over 20 years regarding Member 
States presents a bleak picture. However, the transition towards 
sustainability might also generate some other advantages, other than the 
protection of the environment, starting with an economic development (by 
creating new jobs), to health and welfare. 
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