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Abstract: In this article we discuss the Eastern European Union 
Countries (EEUC) issue of the European contenentalisation/re-
continentalisation process. We point out how the tracing, projecting and 
realizing of Trans continental meridian transportation corridors and axes 
could facilitate the development of peripheric and marginalized regions. 
The article is presenting a view (vision) regarding the Trans meridian 
transport connectivity of Eastern European Union countries and in 
particular – Bulgaria and Romania. It states that concrete transport 
corridors axes, sub axes and corridors are an important tool for 
integrated and joint development (economic, social, ecologic) of some less 
developed regions in  the mentioned countries.  
The article also pointed out that it is needed Transportation grid 
innovation that make the regional development to happen. They affect the 
Balkan Peninsula Transport Grid vision with parallel and meridian 
axes and corridors. 
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1. Introduction 

Overviewing some strategic problems of the EU re-design we have 
to change our approach paying attention to re-continentalisation process 
and respectively – the integral internal and external connectivity of the 
Eastern European Union countries.  

Meantime J. Rifkin suggests that continentalisation is a next stage of 
the globalization process [1]. In the European Union the new strategic 
thinking implies a process, which we mark as re-continentalisation. We 
believe that it affects the super structural, structural, infrastructural and 
infostructural entity of all member countries. The EU intern and inter-
connectivity is a component of the re-continentalisation. It aims is to 
increase the mutual interactions between states, regions and agents within 
the boundaries of the EU. 

Regarding the EEUC it means re-structuring the superstructure, 
structures and infrastructures, integral (horizontal, vertical, diagonal) 
connectivity (in digital space and in physical space) connectivity to be 
achieved. Or one aspect of the re-continentalisation is the integral internal 
connectivity to be achieved – and it is and continuing strategic issue. 

2. Theoretical Background: Approaches for European Union transport 
grid development 

We believe that the re-continentalisation is a new point of view for 
the reshaping the European Union. Therefore, the next question is what the 
institutions have to do for the intelligent re-continentalisation of Europe and 
especially for its strategic engine – the European Union. Or with other 
words – visionary and strategically re-thinking the re-continentalisation from 
its basic infrastructure – the transportation grid point of view.  

The answers of those questions will result in a common European 
Future shape (Vision) of the EU of 27 + rationally developed Transport 
grid. 

In this frame arise one very important question “With what conceptual 
strategic tools for transport integration process to start? In this regard, we think that 
some of them are: 

 
The integral approach is a major tool which could make the 

European re-continentalisation processes to happen. The super strategic 
issues under its umbrella are: the integration, the cohesion, consolidation 
and the connectivity. One very important issue of the re-contenentalisation 
process  is the EU’s transport connectivity.  
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As a summary  - the basic principle of the integral approach has to 
be: “Conceptualize continentally and strategize regionally and 
locally.” 

 
The Visionary approach facilitates the development of very large 

systems and sub systems. And first of all – co-ordinating of the subordinated 
visions of different types of systems and sub systems (networks).  

The VISTRAPLAN complex (Vision – Strategy- Plan) could be a 
tool for management of the re-continentalisation of European Union and 
especially the transport grid (sub grid) of the Eastern European countries – 
Bulgaria, Romania, Slovakia, Hungary, Greece and Poland. 

The approach needs co-ordinating and subordinating the visions on 
different levels– from the Hyper vision (the re-continentalisation) to 
meridian transport corridors connectivity of the Eastern European 
countries. Some of the levels are presented in figure 1. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Figure 1 (Source: Authors own contribution) 

 
The Integral GRID approach includes the analysis of:  

 vertical (meridian), horizontal (parallel - West – East – West 
corridors and axes).  

 horizontal’ (North – South – Nord corridors and axes).  

 diagonal connecting axes (North West – South East and North East 
- South West). 
The conceptual vision about the EU Transport connecting grid is 

shown in figure 2. 
 

         ULTRA VISION – RE-CONTINENTALISATION 
PROCESS – EUROPE 

 HYPER VISION – integration, cohesion, 
consolidation and connectivity in the frame of the EU 

 
VISION – meridian transport corridors 

connectivity of the Eastern European countries 

VISION - the rational development of the EU 

Transport grid. Building connecting knots (points) 
of the trans continental EEUC  

meridian corridors and axes 
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Figure 2. Source: Authors own contribution 

 
The GRID approach could be used for:  

 analyzing and projecting vertical, horizontal and diagonal strategic 
connecting axes;  

 determine sub axes, knots (points) as connectors. All they are needed 
for linking and integration of different transport axes and corridors 
in strategic macro axes of the European Transport Grid (ETG, 
network); 

 localisation of the Trans parallel and meridian corridors in the re-
continentalisation process.  
On the topic of cconceptualizing of trans meridian axial 

development are published couple of works [Yankov, 2017, pp. 91-97; 
Yankov, 2008, pp. 5-217] [6. 283-285; 7, 7-20]. 

In the next stage of continental transportation meridian   axes 
forming there are needed initiatives for development of joint projects with 
proven transnational and trans-border effects. 

The base of the European Transport Grid are different types of 
transport corridors and axes.  A schematic view (model) of a meridian 
corridor serving as a pole for regional development of European countries is 
shown in figure 3. 
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Figure 3. Source: Authors own contribution 

3. Argument of the paper – the EUTG European Union Transport 
Grid (Network) and BASTA/C configuration 

EEUC meridian connectivity needs a macro view. If conceptualized 
and afterwards formed, they could make serious link between two strategic 
seas – Aegean sea and Baltic sea (respectively four European Union 
countries – Greece, Bulgaria, Romania and Poland).  

Eastern EU countries meridian connectivity could be improved by a 
backbone-axis (corridor) project which we brand as BASTA/C - Baltic – 
Aegean Seas Transportation Axis (corridor). 

The structure and some of the components  of a macro vision the 
components of F BASTA/C include:  
* transport corridor/axis Poland – Slovakia – Hungary; 
* transport corridor/axis Eastern Balkan (Lower Danube Macro Region) 
transport corridor/axis Romania – Bulgaria – Greece; 
* VTAS connecting transport corridor/axis; 
* A Danube river connecting point (the bridge Svishtov – Zimnicea). 

Tracing strategic transport macro axes, axes, and sub axes with 
strategic connecting points is a first stage of development of periphery and 
marginalized  territories and especially Bulgarian and Romanian regions. 
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A generalized idea about the Aegean Sea – Baltic Sea transportation 
corridor with the Danube river with a crucial connecting point (crossing the 
Danube river) is presented in figure 4. 

 

 
Figure 4. Source: Authors own contribution 

 
After or before the establishment of the «soft» connections follow 

the building of physical, structures and infrastructure, which as a whole 
facilitate the EEUC integration process.  

Being more concrete we want to pay attention to a connecting 
meridian axis as a component of the BASTA. We brand it VTAS meridian 
axis - Veliko Tarnovo (Bulgaria) - Alexandria Romania) –Svishtov (Bulgaria) 
[3]. 

The ouatines of the VTAS axis are présentes in figure 5. 
VTAS is OR a possible, OR a necessary OR A obligatory connection 

sub axis. It is a brink of the EEUC transport corridor and a significant part 
of the Balkan Peninsula and Lower Danube Macro Region Transport Sub 
grid. 

The process of tracing and projecting connecting Trans border 
meridian axes as necessary components of BASTA, could facilitate the 
development of adjacent marginal regions of North Bulgaria and South 
Romania. In this regard is the case of a local connecting axis VTAS as a key 
component of BASTA. 
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Figure 5. Source: Authors own contribution 

In the case of Bulgarian-Romanian joint development meridian axes, 
corridors and links consist a base for future horizontal and vertical 
integration of trans border regions. It is possible the axis to serve as a tool 
for the development of Romanian and Bulgarian Transdanubia area and 
ports. 

VTAS could be one of the backbones for development of trans 
border medium class regions and to iintegrate neighbouring countries 
medium class regions through connecting axes and corridors. The VTAS 
axis can function in full blood with the presence of a physical connection 
over the Danube – namely the idea of Svishtov – Zimnicea Bridge1. 

VTAS is connecting (the missing link) in Aegean – Baltic transport 
corridor linking weaker and peripheral regions. 

4. Conclusions 

The EEUC face the problem of building more intensive connections 
between the them. The continental meridian connecting axis, if 
conceptualised and afterwards constructed, could serve as tool for linking 

                                                 
1 The idea for an economic important bridge in Svishtov FROM Bulgarian side was 
launched in 1909 and re-launched by the Svishtov Trade Society in 1930. Now it is re-
launched again. 
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two European seas and  six European Union countries – Greece, Bulgaria, 
Romania, Hungary, Slovakia and Poland. A macro vision for a backbone of 
this relation is one of the ways to resolve it. Benefits of the EEUC Trans 
meridian corridor in the development of marginalized, weaker and 
peripheral regions. 

The Meridian transport corridor will bring a U-Turn in regional 
development of the Eastern European Union countries. 
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